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ADVERTISEMENT. 
Perſon Who i deeply touch d with 
the miſeries which poor French. 

| Proteſtants ſuffer while there, and more 
rigorouſly for but attempting to get away 
(tho with the loſs of theis Eſtates) was 
mightily pleas d to find, "by reading; the 
Original of this diſconrſe, that a Romiſh 
Prieſt of their Nation had been ſo far 
from atting in thoſe Crnelties, that he 
had quitted his Preferments, to become 
of himſelf. a Refugee, being forc d only by 
the power-.of Truth to yield at laſt to the 
Conviftion of his hioncs (which he 
owns he had long refifted) and that in 
their chie eft Church, the Savoy, he had 
made a free and open Abjuration of all 
the errors of Popery, giving very many 
weighty Reaſons whereby he was moy'd 
to Renounce it.; which,ntter d-withcon- 
cern by ſuch a New Convert, cou'd not 
but draw great attention, and thereby 
(as alſo by his example) be more prova- 
lent to work that conſtancy to the 51447 
Faith, Which he had labour d ty xt 
and confirm in his Auditory. 


An earneſt deſire; and hope of good ef- 
fets by thoſe motrves, if more known a- 
mongſt us, made the ſaid Perſon wiſh 
they were in Engliſh. T hi the Author 
hearing, got the Sermon Tranſlated, and 
brought it to him, by whoſe enconrage- 
ment he has now Printed it. for a jecond 
and more publick Abjuring of all Popiſh 
Superſtitions, with the methods ſtill usd 
in France, (and now more ſeverely than 
ever) tomake Proſelytes by Perſecution. 
England (20 many years ago) Was 11 
manifeſt. danger of the like, and ſeveral 
large fteps had haftily been made here to 
that end ; but the King of Kings ſud- 
denly overturn'd that plane” when at 
the higheft.and by his mighty hand, the 
Religzowof this Chirch, and the Laws of 
ths Kingdom, were ftrangelyreſcu'd from 
the violence of Arbitrary Power, and are 
20W peaceably re-eſtabliſhed ; which a- 
maxing mercies ſhowd by this I ation 
With moſt hearty thankfulneſs be for ever 
remembred, to the Glory of God, and 
Honour of the King, his Inſtrument in 
that Wonderful Revolution. 


Numb. 
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NUMB. XXIV. 5. 


How goodly are thy Tents, O Facob, and 
thy T abernacles, O Iſrael, 


Ts words ſpoke Balaar, and bleſs'd Irae!, not 


ſo much in reference to any greatneſs or magni- 
ficence he ſaw in that peaple,as by reaſon of ſome 
extraordinary and miraculous influence he felt within 
himſelf. This falſe Prophet, drawn away by the moti- 
on of his own heart, -which God ſuffer'd him to be led 
. by, follow'd the ſecond Meſtengers of the King of Mpa ; 
and tho he appear'd ſenſible of his fault, when frighten'd 
by the Angel of the Lord, yet all his ways, and all the 
ſubtle contrivances of his hypocrifie eaſily perſwade us, 
that in order to proſecute the preſling inſtances of Balak, 
and fatisfie his own deſire, his real intention was to curſe 
Iſrael. But no ſooner does he think himſelf at liberty 
again, and juſt ready to execute his pernicious deſign, 
but he feels within himſelf an inward power that ſtops 
him, a ſecret and incomprehenſible motion, which in an 
inſtant turns his heart in the behalf of 1ſ-ael, and forces 
him to cry out in ſpite of Balak, nay, and in ſpite of 
himſelf, How goodly are thy Tents, O Facob, and thy Ta- 
bernacles, O Ifrael. | 

No doubt but you are beforehand with me in apply- 
ing this accident to my preſent circumſtance. You have 
here before you a Miniſter, of error and falſhood, who 
cames to joyn with you 1n the profeſſion of a truth he 
has but too long withſtood. One, who though engaged 
by his Birth, Education and Miniſtry, to perſecute your 
holy Religion, yet is now thoroughly convinc'd of his 
paſt blindneſs, ready to turn into bleſhngs the curſes he 
formerly pronounc'd againſt you. How ſhou'd I curlſe, 
whom God has not curs'd ! 

'Tis not expected I ſhou'd pretend any way to extenu- 
ate or leſſen my errors and miſtakes. I have, I own it 
to my ſhame and confulion, I have for many years w_ 
B the 


the ſaving impulſes of Grace s and at the very time it 
pleas'd Almighty God to enlighten me in his ways, and 
to open my eyes to the purity of the Eyangelical Do- 
&rine ; I did but too long defer my converfion, and 'was 
at a ſtand between God and the World. God alone, from 
whom nothing can be hid, knows - what ſtruggles and 
agonies I underwent. But at laſt his efficacious Grace 
triamph'd over the hardneſs of my Heart, He drew me 
over to him by the ties of meckneſs and gentleneſs. I 
am the leaſt of Chriſts Diſciples, unworthy to be call'd 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel, fince I perſecuted the'Church 
of God : but by the grace of God, I am what I am. 
Clouds of error and ignorance, ſentiments of fleſh and 
blood, prejudices of birth and education, groundleſs 
ſhame, which force ſo many to with-hold the truth in 
unrighteouſneſs, all your illuſions are now diſlipated, 
you have given way to the bright and ſIfining light of 
the Goſpel, which alone is able to enlighten our 1ninds, 
and to that victorious grace, that can in a moment de- - 
ſtroy all our 111 habits, and change the affections of our 
hearts. Since then it has pleas'd God in his infinite com- 
paſſion, to open my eyes, and looſe my tongue, fince it 
has pleasd him to put theſe” words in my mouth, 
why ſhou'd not 1 cry out with Balaamw, How goodly arc 
thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Iſrael !- 

The following diſcourſe being more particularly de- 
ſign'd for your edification than inſtruction, I ſhall paſs 
by the different acceptations theſe words may admit of, 
I thought it therefore moſt proper to gather from thence 
the principal motives that prompted me to embrace the . 
dofrine of the Reformed Charches, by ſhewing that - 
therein I find the diſtingniſhing characters of the true 
Church of Chriſt. . I diſcover in your Communion the 
Church of Chriſt, becauſe 'tis the authority of the word: 
of God that has preſerv'd in it the purity of the Faith, 
This 1s the firſt character ; the fecond is, that the purity 
of.the Faith draws upon it the perſecutions which the: . 
world doth exerciſe againſt it.. . F.: 

Tis the Church of Chriſt, ſince it goes by no other 
ruk than that of his Goſpel. | | 

"TS: -. 


'Tis the Church of Chriſt, -fince it , ſuffers perſecution 
:for his name, and for his truth. Theſe ſhall be the two 
heads of the diſcourſe. : 

The Chriſtian World is particularly divided into two 
different Communions : they agree in many effential 
points of Religion, but differ in the principle that occa- 
lioned their ſeparation, and gives each of them a particu- 
lar Character. The Church of Rome uſes the Holy Scri- 
pture, to attribute a ſupream Authority to its Miniſtry, 
which makes it head not only to be as the oracle of God, 

+ but the ſole Interpreter of the truths therein contain'd, 
and the infallible judge of controverſies on that occaſion. 

The Religion that proteſts againſt the authority which 
the Rowiſb Miniſtry has aflum'd over the Scripture, looks 
. upon the Word of God as the only rule of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and gives the Scripture ſo great an au- 
-thority over the Miniſtry,. that Chriſtianity 15 no longer 
1iable to its decifions, than, as they are conformable to 
Divine Revelation. 2 : 

The authority. which this Supream Miniſter has affum'd 
over the word of God, has by degrees alter'd the purity 
of the Faith, by adding to, or taking from what Chrilt 
had eſtabliſh'd ; whereas the authority which the word of 
God: has re-a{lum'd over the Mimiftry, has re-eſtabliſh'd 
the purity of that Faith which Chriſtianity enjoy'd in 
the golden days of the Church.Hence ariſes the diverſity 
of Communiorts, one of which pulls up out of the field 
of the Lord what the other had ſown : from this oppo- 
ſition proceeded the animoſities of the Church of Roxze 
againſt the Proteſtants. But Chriſt has taken care to 
comfort his Church in this diſtreſs it labours under, tel- 
ling it withal, that he had been hated firſt : Reformati- 
-on 15 for no other reaſon odious, but becauſe it roots up 
thoſe plants our Keavenly Father had not planted, -and 

alls down from the hcavenly edifice what had been 
built with wood, hay, and ſtubble. 

If the Miniſtry, uſing the authority aſſum'd, had only © 
ſet up fome new curious dogtrine interwoven with hu- 
man opinions, I own it won'd have been .hard tor the 
vurity of faith to have born with it ; but yetrather than 
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4 | 
break unity it wort'd have been neceflary to have waited 
till the Lord had try'd every mans work, as St Part has 
EXPTcit It. 

But no leſs than the Church it ſelf was aim'd at. No 
other foundation, ſays St Panl, can afy man lay but that 
which has been laid, vz. Jeſus Chriſt : Tis not only the 
death of Chriſt, his reſurre&tion, his aſcenſion, and fit- 
ting at the right hand of God, that are the foundation 
of the Church ; all theſe myſteries wou'd have been 
needleſs, had they been unknown ; and they had been 
unknown, had not God ſpoke by his Prophets, by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. Now the word of God, where- 
in are ſet forth all theſe myſteries, has been the ſeed of 
the Faith, and Faith having fubje&ed Reaſon to its au- 
thotity, has been the foundation of the Church. And 
this 1s its charaGter ſet forth by Chriſt himſelf, when he 
ſaid, Whoſoever hears my ſayings, and doth them; I will 
liken him to a wiſe man, who built his houſe upon a, rock ; 
whereas he that hears and doth them not, ſhall be like 
a fooliſh man who built his houſe upon the ſand. Whence 
it clearly appears, that the true and only foundation of 
Chriſtian Religion, was the ſubjeCting of human under-. 
ſtanding to the word of God. 

Now to eſtabliſh a Church meerly upon the authority 
of a Miniſtry, that ſets us for a rule of Faith, what is 
rather grounded upon tradition, than upon revelation, 
1s building a houſe upon the ſand, becauſe 'tis no more 
than to hear the word of God, and not to be confor- 
mable to is anthority, to lay another foundation than 
what has been laid. Twas then neceſſary to find ont 
another principle, to return to the original foundatian 
of the Church, that is, to look upon Holy Writ, as 
the only rule of Faith, and the only, foundation of » the 
authority of that Miniſtry Chriſtians are to be led by. 

Nay, it ſeems evident, that Faith coming from hear- 
ing, and hearing from the Word, there 1s ſo great an 
afinity between the word of God and Faith, that the 
faithtul's ſubmiſſion to the authority of the Scripture is. - 
ane of thoſe truths, which Reaſon. and Revelation do 
not more clearly ;prove. than every Chriftians —_— 
| ug. 


fuggeſtion- The being of a God is a truth refulting 
from a natural inſtin&, *'Tis a natural inſtin& in Chri- 
ſtianity that there is a Church ; and in that Church, ge- 
nerally taken, 'tis a natural notion that the faithful mutt 
be rul'd by the word of God. What occaſton'd that 
numberleſs train of falſe Gods among the Pagans, but 
that natural notion man always carried along with him, 
of ſome true Divinity, from whom he deriv'd his be- 
ing, lite, and motion 2 Whence comes it in Chriſtiani- 
ty, hat all Hereticks have been. ſeen to give their Sect 
the name of a Church, but becauſe there never was any 
Chriſtian that own'd Chriſt for the Saviour of the world, 
but was ſenſible there was a Church, wherein the faith- 
ful might attain Salvation £ and why was. there never 
any Heretick in all theſe ſuppos'd Churches,but what en- 
deavour'd to aughorize his'opinions by the Scripture ? 
This is ſuch a natural notion, as cannot but convince 
Any reaſonable mind, - that Chriſtians muſt have the word 
of God for: the rule of their faith, ſince by that ſame 
word they have faith canvey'd to them: And if in Mo- 
rals, Hypocriſie is a homage Vice pays to Virtue, it may 
be ſaid in.Religion, that that affetation in Hereticks of 
being grounded upen the Scripture, is an homage Error 


ays to the Truth:, whoſe original ſource, and infalli- 


le witneſs is in that Holy Word, it being to the Church 


of Chriſt, what the mercy-ſeat, whence were pronounc'd 
#he oracles of God, was to Iſrael of old. How cou'd 
we judge better of the Church of Chriſt, than 'by the 
model himſelf has left us, Thox art Peter, and upon this 
ack will I build my Church he does not ſay upon thee, 
Peter, but upon the rock, that 15, upon that Chrift S:. 
#0n had but juſt confeſs'd, becauſe the Church cou'd 
neither be founded upon: the perſon nor upon the Mini- 
{try of St Peter, but upon the confefiion that Apoſtle 
had made of Chriſt, who is the: fundamental Stone of 
the Spiritual Building ; Chriſt does not ſay here, thou 
ſhalt build my Church, for man 1s not able. to build *.:2 
Church of God, but I will build my Church, becauſe 


the charaGter that diſtinguiſhes the Church of Chrif frem 


all. ſuch as might nſurp that name, 1s, that Chriſt 1s the 


foun-- 


foundation' of it, and the Maſter-builder ; in this Spiri- 
tual * Edifice no other hand muſt be ſeen but that of 
Chriſt, that is, his will, his power, his ſpi- 
rit, and the authority of his word. And tho St Peter, 
and the other Diſciples have been aflotiated to that great 
work, yet 'tis Chriſt's hand alone that has wrought all 
by them. © They indeed preach'd, but Chriſt converted ; 
they wrought Miracles, but 'twas through his name ; 
they baptiz'd, but Chriſt perform'd the regeneration ; in 
a word, 'twas Chriſt-edify'd his Church. How goodly are 
thy tents, O Jacob ! This is certainly the charafer of 
Chriſt's' Church, ſince it receives no other truth but thar 
he brought upon earth, no other ſolemnities but thoſe 
he confſectated,' no ether Sacraments but thoſe he conſti- 
ited, no other expiatory Sacrifice but that of his death, 
nor any bther merit but thatof his blapd. This is doubt - 
leſs /the» Church of Chriſt, "-fince all is founded upon his 
: word, all is edity'd by his-dodrine, all'is referr'd to his | 
glory. | 
gf is not fo with the Church which Papal authority 
has ſet up, which” would” needs force Chriſtianity to fol- 
: low it as the Church of Chriſt. How many rules of faith ! 
"how many ads of piety,” which have no ſolid founda- 
tion in Holy Writ'! That's a building wherein Chriſt's 
hand appears'much leſs than thoſe of the builders, ſince 
in it the authority of the Scripture gives way to that of 
the Miniftry, as if that were become the original ſour#e 
of Divine Revelation. TD | 
One wou'd think-onr Saviour, who knew aff things, 
had a mind to prevent the Errors whereinto men weee 
like to fall, by taking a Church of men's ſetting up in- 
ſenſibly upon Earth' in' the name Of Chriſt, for that 
which he had' founded himſelf in the fulneſs of time ; 
and indeed he does" -prevent 'it by the precautions he 
rakes in the eſtaBliſhment of the Apoſtolical , Miniſtry , 
which he affociates to the building of his Church. Pe 
chooſes tor Apoſtles, men of the loweſt rank of the 
people, ignorant, unlearned, ſelf-intereſted, fearful, in 
@ vwprd, imen Fho were no way proportionate to the 
' work they were deſfign'd for. Why did he Fave them 
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- in this ſtate of infirmity, 'till the camiog ; down; of the 
Holy Ghoſt, but that the tryal of their weakneſs might 
make them ſenſible, *twas Jeſus Chriſt, who ated in 
them at the very time thgy were building up his Church, 
that ſo they might not arrogate to themſelves the ſuc- 
ceſs of it, tho their hands were employ'd in the Structure ? 
Why was our Saviour pleaſed to particularize the failings- 
and infirmities of his Apoſtles, but as. a precaution-to 
poſterity, which might have attributed to them the glo- | 
ry of having edifyed his .Church. His wiſdom having 
diſcoverd to themgheir natural inſufficiency, leaves no 
room in them for. preſumption ; :by ſhewing them they 
had-no vertue. but what came from above : .it characte- 
ror the Church of God,-by-Chriſfs hand alone that 
yilt it. "36 ak, 

1 atn notignoraut how: that the Evangelical Miniſtry 
muſt laſt to:the/end ofthe world.z how Chriſt - promis'd 
his Apoſtles he wou'd be always with them ; and how 
this promiſe is to be fulfill'd in-the.Sycceſſion of the Mj- 
niſtry, But divine-wiſdom uſes. the ſame. cantion -in; the 
ſucceſſion as 1n the eſtabliſhment thereof, What. cha- 
ra&er does he. give to.,the-ſtcceflion gf; the, Miniftry 2, no 
. other than the ſucceſlion of his dodrine.; 1 ſend. you, 


as .my;Father has ſent me,:; Go and teach. all nations, bap- mas. 28: © 


tizing them'1n the name of the Father, of the Sor, and. of 
the, Holy Ghoſtteaching them to objerue-all things whatſoever 
I have: commanded you, and. Jo 1 am with you always, ever © 
unto the end\of the World, : 'Ehele. laft..words include. a 
promiſe made to the Miniſtry, and.a- e@ndition impoſed 
in order-to partake ofthe; promiſe, : teaching. thera, as ;I- 
have commanded you, that's the condition on which he - 
. promiſes to. be: with them. [They are ſent by Chriſt, as 
Chriſt was-by-the Father. Chrift - ſent by. his Heavenly © 

- Father, makes: the-truth / of his, miſſion . appear 'by the 
tranſcendency of his miracles, .which.are ſo many proofs 
of his Divinity, by the apparition of the Holy Ghoſt, 
that- declares him-to- men for-the beloved Son of-God. 
But he does not impoſe. the neceſhity *of believing his 
Dadrine; otherwile than.as-it is conformable 'to the 'Fa- 
ther that: fent him. Whence proceeds this admirable 


condud 2. Bur from. this reaſon, that the Evangelical 
| Mint- 
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Miniſtry was to be excercis'd by men ;''the gifts of the 
'Holy Ghoſt were no longer to accompany the Miniſtry, 
than was requiſite to eſtabliſh the Faith ; after that, the 
Church was to be dire&ed hy the Holy Ghoſt. Jeſus 
-Chriſt was to be with the Miniſtry, but after an inviſible 
manner. If the viſible ſucceſſion of the Miniſtry had 
been a ſufficient proof of its -miſſion, then ſome hypo- 
crite or other, fitting in the Apoſtolical Chair, might 
have pretended to have a&ed by the ſpirit of God, 
when there was no ſuch thing... The faithful might have 
been impos'd'- upon, unleſs. Chriſt had promisd his A- 
poſtles to-be with them, ſetting them this Law withal, 
to teach as he had commanded them, and unleſs het had 
charaQtariz'd the miniſtry by >the ſuccefiion of his do- 
frine, ſo that every miniſtry that teaches not what the 
Apoſtles have taught, or that ſets for a rule of faith ano- 
«ther thing than they taught, is not look'd upon a$ the 
Apoſtolical Miniſtry. Boaſt| he never ſo much of ha- 
ving ſucceeded St. Peter, unleſs he have the ſucceſſion 
-of the Dottrine, he has no right to it, he muſt not im- 
poſe. The truth;Chriſtian Relgion obliges us to believe 
came to us from the Father by the Son, from the Son of 
.God by the Holy: Ghoſt, from the Holy Ghoſt by the 
Apoſtles by their Succeſfors. Now, to know whe- 
.ther they be the true Succeſſors of the' Apoſtles, 
is but to examine whether the truth they pro- 
feſs, the Religion they propoſe, flow from the primitive 
Spring. How goodly are the tents, O Jacob ! How great 
muſt our happineſs be, who ' live in the boſom of a 
Church, which holds it. for - an axiom of faith to be 
conformable to God's Holy Word, which - is' ſo happy 
as to be directed by a Miniſtry, that may without con- 
troverſy ſay, the Religion we preach comes not*from 
our ſelves, we are not the Authors of it, 'tis the very 
ſame the Apoſtles left us in the Goſpel , the Apoſtles 
receiv'd from the Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Ghoſt deriv'd 
it from the' boſom of the word incarnate, the -word 
incarnate trom'the boſom of the Heavenly Father. 

Thus by the Authority of the word of God, 15 the 
ſucceſſion and purity of Faith preſerv'd in the Chriſtian 
World. 
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World.; Sych-is- the necellicy of this grand principle, 
- that no ſooner came the Church to forger je Bat it Fefi 
into a moſt-deplorable condition. Look back into thoſe 
all at once happy, and unhappy, days, when Peace ſuc- 
-ceeding that perſecution which the,Church had ſo long 
groan'd under, corrupted Chriſtianity, which all the ſab- 
tiltmof Hereticks and eruclty of Tyrants were notable to 
oppreſs. The Church became great in wealth . and dig- 
nity, but at the ſame time ſmall in virtue 3 the alt of 
the carth vaniſht away, all-felk into corruption. Both 
Paſtors -and'Flock had much at the ſame 'time a general - 
diſguſt for heavenly. things z the ſacred fire of the, Altar 
went out by degrees, ” whilſt no other burnt thereon, "but 
that of Luſt and Ambition : The Children of E/z made 
it their main buſineſs" to encreaſe "the rights and ad- 
Mes 16s of Prieſthood ; the. Church, of a Heavenly 
Kingdom became a Temporgl Reign; the  Apoſtolical 
Chair became a ,Throne, whereon the Apoſtles Succeffors 
were not aſhamed to exa& thoſe Dive Honours the A- 
poſtles themſelves had rexel; and the Holy Scripture, 
the authority whereof had till _—_— Church, 


became itſelf Captive to-the ambition. of the Miniftry ; 
it violated ifs natural ſenſe;*and fo forc'd it to eſtabliſh 
an authority till then unknown. i 


When faith was ir-its purity, the Scripture lodg'd the 
keys of the "Kingdom of Heaven in *the Hands,of the 
whole Apoſtolical- Colledge, in whoſe: name St Peter 
had anſwerd Jeſus Chriſt. . But when the faith was 
once corrupted, then the Scripture was forc'd to' allow 


none,but Peter to be intriiſted with them,and ſach asflatse + 


ter'd -themſelvesto be his ſucceſſors. 

When faith was in jts purity, the Scripture deliverd 
up the. keys of the, Kingdom of Heaven 'as a patent 
whereby they Were:impower'd to preach the' Goſpel, by + 
which the gates.of Heaven were open to believers, and 
ſhut to unbelievers. But when the ſame faith was once 
corrypted, then the Scripture was made tq, fignify by 
thoſe keys, the power not'only of preaching the Go- 
ſpel, - but even of 1nterpreting at after an infallible man- * | 
ner, and of filling up with their traditions what was 
deficieat. ' : CS When 
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When faith was 4 its purity; this-power of. bliding. | 
and looſing was receiv'd. by the Apoſtles, as a Tawful 
power to cxplain in Religion what was legal or illegal. 
what good, or. what ill. But after thei C Yroption. of 
the faith, this- power of binding aud” Ioofing erected” a 
tribunal, where Chriſt's pretended - Minifters- inveſting 
themſelves with the Power'of remitting fins, which is 
an eſſential attribute of God, loos'd ſinners by their Ab- 
folution, or bound: them by. the refuſal of 'the ſame. 
Nay, this power had difterent degrees of” juriſdiction 


according to the different.miniſters in whom it was lodg- 


ged ; and being conſider'd as in its center, there was, a 
tribunal. ſet up,, whence proceeded Indulgences, - and 
Excommunicationsy. which bound, Chriſtians accordiug 
as:they. were ſubje& or rebellious to'this.new authority. * 
This authority, this Supream degree of ſpiritual juriſ- 
diction; was none indeed, of thoſe truths Chriſtjanity 
moſt depended upon, -but it ſo much favour the ſpirit 
of ambition and power, chat laying aſide the thoughts of 
Chriſt's having condemn'd it in the Apoſtolical Colledge, 
they were eafily: ſeduc'd” by this fair outſide.. . What en- - 
deavours were usd,'' in order to back with: arguments - 
trom the Scripture, the authority - of: the Miniſtry that 
was juſt ſet up ? But methinks this. was placing the Ark 
before-Dagon's Idol, which fell before it:.. This autho- 
rity in judging arbitrarily; and excommunicating all ſuch 
2s wou'd not ſubſcribe to- what the word of -God had 
not determin'd ;- this juriſdiction, I ſay, fell-before the. 
moderation of Chriſt,. that wou'd not condemn unbelic- 
vers,. becauſe his buſineſs was not to judge, but to'fave 
the world ;. they have one that #hall jadge them, ſaid 
our Saviour, .. making his. word to be the fole Jadge of 
controverſies. - This arbitrary power uſurp'd over Con» 


. ſciences, could not maintain itfelf, when fo plainly con-. 


tradicted by the Scripture in the Apoſtles behaviour, who 
had always refus'd it, referring the faithful to the word 
. of God : The Idol fell before the Ark. The Scripture 
overthrows. the atuhority the Miniſtry had aflum'd.; but 
its Miniſters being more cautious in this than the Phj- 
lijtins,, who did not.ſlend away the Ark till after the fal-. 
-=-- 7 1 


ling of the Idol ; the effes of their authoricy wete felt, 

before any cou'd examine into the ature of it ; the 

- Shepherds Crook became a Scourge for all ſuch as wou'd 
not condeſcend to their decrees. _. - / - 


- Thus it was that the word of God loſt by degrees th. 


priviledge of being the Rule of our; Faith. 'Twas by 
this means. the authority of the Scripture became tribu- 
tary to"the ambition of the Miniſtry; and if ancient 
Philoſophers «vere given over to the luſt of their hearts, 
for having made the truthicaptive to injuſtice, ſo, God 
exercis'd the ſame puniſhment upon the Miniſters,of his 
Goſpel ; they were given over.to- their. own hearts de- 
ſires, for deviating from the rulg Chriſt had ſet them, by 
which they ſhou'd have preſerv'd the purity of faith ; 
By this defire of the heart, 4 don't mean the ignomini- 
ous paſlions, - that puniſh'd the pride of thoſe ancient 
Heathens: No, there is.in ans heart a more refin'd and 
exalted defire, che is ſtill more#fond of, which is that he 
always had of being the _ of*his Religion : "Twas 
to ſatisfy that deſire, that the Gert:les made thetnſelves 
Gods. For this the Jews miade themſelves a pleaſing 
idea of the Meſſzah* they expedted ; 'twas.. by this ſame 
defire, which the Lygtiz Miniſtry ſo blindly follow, 
that they begun to edify their Church by the authority 
of Chriſt, as Chriſt had-edify'd his own by the-Miniſtry 
of the Apoſtles. : : 

Hence arofe the worſhip of-images; conniv'd at till 
then: , as meer ornaments to Churches ; - hence was re- 
new'd the uſe of | Apotheofss,, by that pompous way of 
canOnizing of;Saints : Their Relicks . were exposd upon 
their. Altars, "their Indulgences were usd to ſet off the 
ſolemnities deſign'd for them. What ſtrange alterations 
did Chriſt's. Sacraments thei receive 2 Nay,: the very ce- 
_ remonies the Apoſtles had us'd; were ereged, into Sacra- 
ments ; and; the Sacraments Chriſt had inſtituted were 
alterd, either in their ſubſtance, or in their extert- 
or part. No. longer was-the Supper of the Lord a Sa- 
crament of . his body; but his very . individual bo- 
dy : Twas no longer a memorial'of , his. paſlion , but 
an expiatory Sacrifice. 'T'was n@4unser the uſe of 208 
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{ubſtance, that was alter'd, but the very ſabſtance it (af: - 
'Twas no longer a deep veneration, and reſpe&, due to - 
the ſacred ſign of Chriſt's body, but a real adoration. 
render d to the Sacrament as to Chriſt himſelf, In a 
-word, Rome Chriſtiamz'd had the ſame fate with Pagan 
Rome, which loſt' that Religion their Anceſtors profeſs'd, 
by having adopted that of all thoſe nations, they had- a 
mind "to bring under their power. Modern' Rowe ' had 
the misfortune to change the image of aft incorruptible - 
God into that of a corruptible- man; and a fpiritual and : 
divane worſhip into'a-carnal and ſuperſtitious one: 

At the fight of ſo amazing a revolution that occaſion'd 
{ach * woful diſtractions in the Church, I cannot for: 
bear uſing the wordsof the Prophet-Feremah, bewalling . 
the lamentable condition of Feruſalemw. How is the Gold. 
become dim-! How comes the doctrine of Chriſt, formerly 
{o pure and. fo bright-in the*golden age of the Church, 
how comes it now: tobe wrapt up:im the clouds of tras 
dition ? How is the fineſt gold chang'd 2 How 1s that 
Chriſtian piety, ſo lively, ſo ſublime of old, become now | 
fo lukewarm and ſo deſpicable ? It formerly raisd Chri- 
ſtian hearts to Jeſus Chriſt fitting at the right hand of 
the Father, but now it makes: them ſtoop to the wor- 
ſhipping- of him in the Sacrament of his body, whictr is 
but a means to convey. his graces to us. How comes it 
to paſs that ſopure a worllifp, whereof the fole obje& . 
was God, and Chrift as Mediator, is now divided be- 
tween God and the creatures 2 How» are the precious . 


ſons of Zion, comparabk- to fine gold, eſteem as 


earthen pitchers; the work of the hands of-the potter ! 
How comes it to paſs that Chriſtians; who in the gold- 
en days of. the Church were lookt upon as fo many. 
Gods come down from Heaven, are now ſo:much alter- 

ed; how comes their Religion to be ſo earthly ? They , 
formerly carried- Chriſt in their hearts ; they expreſs'd 

theſe myſteries-in every. ation of their lives, and now 

they think Chrift can. hardly be found but in Images of 
him ;. ſo frail, ſo corrupt 1s-their-piety; that they wou'd 
think themſelves without any-Religion, were they once 
without their Images'and Relieks, were they. once _— 
VEG... 
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ved of. the privledge of procuring themſelves Patrons a 
mong the Saints. Whence comes f@ deplorable a change ! 
Can. we look upon the Church in this condition, as 
that new Feruſalem, St. Joby ſaw coming down from 
heaven, paepared as. a Bride adored for hep Husband ; **. 21 
Alas! if it be the ſame Jeryſalew, it ſhares in the ſame © 
fate with: that, whoſe ſad condition Jeremiah bewailed, 
and we may. ſay with him, bow doth the city ſit- ſolitas 1,v_; 
zy, that was fill of people.” How is ſhe become as 2 
widow, She that was great among the Nations, and 
Princeſs among. the Provinces, how 3s ſhe become tribu- 
#ary! Such was the fate'of:Chriſt's Church. It was for- 
merly fall of worſhippers, who worſhipp'd-in ſpirit and 
in truth ; but after.it was ,gone. to decay, there were 
hardly ſeen any Chriſtians, but ſuch as were carnal, ido- 
latrous or ſuperſtitions Chriſt her Spouſe had indeed 
promisd to be with her till the end of the. world, pro» 
vided ſhe taught that DoQrine - he had depoſited with 
Her ; but her Miniſters wergbackward in performing the 
conditions imposd 4 they follaw'd',not ſo much the - 
Scripture, as the interpretations” they gave it, according 
to their particular intereſt and defigns : therefore Chriſt 
abandon'd them. They preach'd- the imaginations of 
their hearts, they ſet them_ forth as rales-of faith, by 
means-of.that authority they. uſurp'd over mens Conſci- 
ences, Hence came the' deplorable ſtate of the Church, 
Which was found inſenfibly Þurden'd with more precepts : 
and ceremonies than the Synagogue ; hence it was that - 
the Church which had triumph'd over the world, bes 
came herſelf tributary ;. in the flotk, tributary to ambi- - 
tion; in the miniſtry, tributary -to. thoſe ſuperſtitions; 
which ignorance or ſlackneſs of piety: had introduc'd in- - 
to the flock. . gt 
, You need: nor wonder at-the ſtrangeneſs of this pro- 
ceeding ; God ſuffer'd it to be ſo, the better to diſplay 
his incomprehenfible wiſdom: By. permitting diſorder 
and corruption to invade the Church, occafion'd by the 
pretended infallible authority the miniſtry had aflum'd 
over. the word of God : He wou'd make Chriſtianity 
ſenſible of the indiſpenſable neceſſity of ſubmittin che 
| Nie - 
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Miniſtry to his Holy Word, as he had order'd it. 'The 
Church is repreſented to us as terrible as an Army drawn 
up in battel array. For what makes an Army terrible to 
the enemy, þut good order and diſcipline > What made 
theorimitive Church ſo powerful and glorious ? | Terri- 
ble it was to the world, wor the truth and efficacy of 
its do@rine ſubmitted the fleſh to the ſpirit-z :terrile to 
Tyrants, becauſe it plac'd the pleaſures of this preſent life 
far below the glorious advantages of a future ſtate ;'it be- 
ca:ne terrible to error, becauſe it fubmitted reaſon to faith, 
tradition to revelation, \the -authoricy the Miniſtry has 
over the people, - to the authority the word of God ought 
to have over the Miniſtry. -God, ſaith St Paxl,. has ſet 
ſome Apoſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Paſtors and Teach- 
ers, for the edifying of the Church, that the faithful 
might not be like Children toſs'd up and down with eve- 
ry wind of dofrine. The Holy Ghoſt, faith the ſame 
Apoſtle, has ſet ſome overſeers to,fecd .the Church of 
God, which he has purchagg with his own blood. We 
ozyn this otdinatioh ta, be by God's appointment, we re- 
ſpe& this Miniſtry upon that account :; but the Miniſtry 
is of the nature of relative beings, it is not ſet up for it 
(elf, the Miniſtry has a-relation to God who eſtabliſh'd 
it ; and for that reaſon, all that it teaches in"Religion 
muſt be referr'd to: the glory of God. Now, . that relati- 
on does not appear, and 1s nof made-good, when that 
faith the Miniſtry would ſet up, has toa great a relation 


47s :0. to its own patticular intereſt z the Holy-Ghoſt ;has ap- 
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pointed Overſeers and Paſtors to govern the Church of 
God ; 'tis true their ffork muſt liſten to them, in order to 
be inſtructed, but then they themſelves muſt liſten to the 
Holy Ghoſt, ;who ſpeaks by the word of God, When 
the ſpirit-of truth is come, he will - guide. you into all 


truth ; for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf z but whatſoever, 
he ſhall hear, that ſhall he ſpeak.. He ſhall glorife me, 


for he ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew. it unto you. 
Here 1s, as it were, the finger of God pointing out'the 
ſubordination of the Miniſtry to the Holy Ghoſt, who 
guides it ; the Holy Ghoſt does not ſpeak of himſelf, he 
9!oritics the Saviour that ſent him, by recetving from = 

what 
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what he teaches the Apoſtles. And muſt not this order laſt 
for ever ? Is' it poſſible there ſhon'd have been a time,when 


the Miniſtry had power to decide by its own authority, | 


when it might be diſpencd from glorifying the Holy 
Ghoſt,: by taking out of thoſe Sacred Writings he himſelf 


dictated, 'thoſe-rules of- taith it would impoſe upon the. 


flock; * | 


Ifthis ſubordination had laſted, if the Mmiſtry had: 


been in every © particular rul'd by the word of God, 
wou'd the worſhip of Images have been ſet np, ſo ex- 


preſsly, contradicted therein z wou'd not the hand of E-. 
zekzas, that broke, down the- Brazen | Serpent, whereby - 
the people were led to Idglatry,” have taken away under 


the Goſpel a worſhip, that proves fo often a rock of of- 


fence to Chriſtians > Wor'd'not the Angel - that took up” 


the body of Moſes; leſt: divine honours ſhou'd be paid 


him; have hid the relicks-of Saints in their-Graves, rather 


than have permitted them*to be carry'd in pomp about 
their Churches, and upon their Altars, there to receive 


fuch honours and adorationg-as'are only due to God ? If 


the Goſpel "had been conſulted,, wou'd Chriſtians, that 
pretend to-works of ſupererogationg be othefwiſe thought 


of than unprofitable Servants 2 Wou'd the Supper of the” 


Lord'have been taken for the real and ſubſtantial body 


of -Chriſt, rather than for the virtue and efficacy thereof, - 


if regard had been had to the ſtyle of the Goſpel, that. 
always gives to the ſign the name of the thing ſtgnify'd, 


and oftentimes attributes to the -effe& the name of the - 
* cauſe that produees it. If Chriſt has edify'd his Church . 


by himſelf, or his Apoſtles, how comes it that the Go- 
ſpel makes no-particular mention of ' Tranſubſtantiation, 
of the Sacrifice, and worſhipping of the Sacrament ? The - 
firſt of theſe is a continual Miracle, the-Sacrifice of the 
Altar is one of the eſſential parts of piety, the worſhip- 


ping of. the Sacrament is fuch, as muſt neceſſarily, if of . 


divine - inſtitution, make men that neglect it, guilty of. 
the higheſt Profanation ; but if forbid, of an abomina - 
ble Idolatry. How: comes the Goſpel to be ſo ſilent in 
this matter ? Why did the Holy Ghoſt, who inſpir'd 


the. Apoſtles with all the fundamental truths, concea? : 
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ſuch important ones from them? What! 1 Godſojer- 
lous under .the Moſaical diſpenſation, of the methods 
the people .of 1ſrael were to uſe in - his worſhip; as to 
preſcribe the very leaſt ceremonies, nay the ſmalleſt veCſ- 
{els they ſhould uſe in their Sacrifices ; -and -can it be 
.thought under the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, thatChriſt, 
who came to teach men how to worſhip in purity. and in 
truth, and eſtabliſh a Religion far more excellen® 
that of the Law, ſhould have left it to tradition alone, 


- . $0 ſet rules for the moſt efſential part of Chriſtian wor- 


ſhip 2 The Church thewis notof Chriſt's, not of his A- 

oltles ſetting up, thoſe that ſucceeded after the eſta- 
-bliſhment of the Faith, are they that Iaid the foundation 
of Chriſtian Religion. But how does this appear proba- 
ble 2 Except the Lord build the houſe, they labour in 
vain that build it. Let them inſiſt never ſo much upon 
the antiquity, rank, and profound learning of their 
Doors that taught.theſe particular opinions ; in Chriſt's 
Religion, there muſt be ſeen at leaſt Chriſt's hand in 
thoſe of the Goſpel Miniſters. that is, the will of Chriſt, 
and the dottrine of the-Goſpel muſt be the foundation 
of faith and-piety. AI fleſb is as graſs, ſaith St Peter, 


and all the glory of man as the flower of graſs. The graſs 


withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away, but the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which 
3s preach d.unto you by the Goſpel. Tis that holy word 
which has always been the foundation of the Chriſtian 
Faith ; 'tis-the only rule of faith in the Church of Chriſt. 
When' Religion was upon its decline, tradition took ' 
_ of the Goſpel, it became the foundation of faith, 

y means of the authority the Miniſtry had afſum'd over 
the word of God ; but when the purity of Chriſtianity 
was re-eſtabliſh'd, the word of God was reinſtated in all 
its prerogatives, which the Lord had given it over the 
-Miniſtry ; and it may be ſaid of the Reformation, what 
the Prophet faid of the eſtabliſhment, of the Church ; 
The ſane ſtone which the. builders refus'd is become the head 
ſtone in the corner. This is the Lords doings and it is 
marvellous in our eyes. This as the day which the.Lord 
has made + we will rejoyzce and be glad in it, The autho- 
rity 


A — ——___ 


TJ 


rity of the word of God, is undoubtedly that corner 
ſtone of the ſpiritual building, whereby you are reunited 
with the primitive Chriſtians, fince you believe nothing 
but what they believ'd. *Tis God Almighty himſelf that 


hath pRnyg his Church, by. reſtoring it to that order 
he had at firſt eſtabliſh'd. The Son of God being ſent 
into/the world | to enlighten all men, and the Holy 
Ghoſt which Chriſt ſent to his Apoſtles, have ſecretly 
reform'd in the Chriſtian -Faith, all that was not eſta- 
bliſhed by the Goſpel. God has reſtored the purity of 
the Goſpel to its luſtre, and that ought to be the ſub- 
| k@ of your joy, lince perſecution that attends it, ſerves 
co ſet off the glorious charatter of the Church of Chriſt, 
and that's the ſecond head of this diſcourſe. 

Balak thinks to compaſs his defigns upon Iſrael, and 
rid himſelf more eafily, of them, if he can but get Balaam 
to curſe them ; he makes him look on all fides.z but the 
more he ſtrives to curſe them, the more he'finds himſelf 
conſtrain'd to- bleſs them. Thus the Church of Roze 
tries all ways to render the Proteſtant Religion odious ; 
they expoſe it in its Reformation, 4Reformers, Temper, 
and in its forſaking, as they pretend, the ancient Mini- 
ſtry. But as Balaam, with-held by the ſpirit of God, 
was proof-againſt all the crafty contrivances of Balak, fo 
a Chriſtian, who is enlighten'd by the Goſpel, will al- 


ways look upon the Reformed Church, as Balaam did up- 


on Iſrael ;, "tis a people that ſhall dwell alone, and ſhall not 


be'reckoned among the Nations. The Lord their God is **” *3: 


with them, and the ſhout of a King is among them. In 
a word, he wall cry out , - notwithſtanding all 
worldly deſigns and Polices, How good! warethy tents, O Fa- 
cob, and thy tabernacles,” O Iſrael ! This is to be under- 
ſtoed of a Chriſtian inlightned by the Spirit of God, tho- 
roughly convinc'd of the maxims of the Goſpel, and that 
thinks ſerioutly on hjs Salvation ; for among Chriſtians, 
who only bear the name of ſuch, and whoſe Religion is 
their Intereſt, there axe many, who know the truth to 
be in that Church' Chriſt has-reviv'd ; but ſome forfake 
it, becauſe 'ris forſaken in their native Country ; others 
perſecute it, becauſe 'tis perſecuted by the world. But 
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what matters it, if Religion be obſcure to worldly-mind- . 


F - <7 RS + io A. ea SAS Lt ett ms en en nn wn Oo E—O—_ 


F 
Fj31. 19.3. 


3.8 


125 JL LE 
cd-men, who ſhut up their eyes: to the truth, when they 
may. be thereby expos'd to miſery and contempt ? what 
matters it, if it be oppos'd by ſuch. Chriſhans: as find it 
their particular intereſt and advantage to- be animated 
with a miſtaken zeal £ 'twould be very anjuſt to judge of 
a Church by the opinion. the world conceives of it; 
tor whether we conſider the Church as.expos'd#t> the 
contempt and reproaches the world {trives to over-cloud 
it with, or rais'd to luſtre and ſplendour, in ſpite of the 
world itſelf, thoſe very clouds are as bright and glorious, 
as. taat glittering” light and purity it ſhines with in the 
eyes of true Chriſtians z -and herein do we ſee the oracle 
of the Prophet David accompliſhed ; there is a day that 
diſcovers to us another day, and a night that diſcovers 
to us another night. The beauty of the primitive Church, 
15 a day, that Gitcovers to us the excellency of the re- 
vivd Church ; the motives of hatred and perſecutions, 
Chrift and the primitive Church have undergone , form- 
as it were a night, that diſcovers to us the principle” of 
diſgraces and oppolitions, that over-power the Churci 
wherein Chriſt has,genew'd the purity of Faith, which 
was in primitive. Chriſtians. Who will not then admire 
the beauty of that reviv'd Church, -fo conſpicuous for 
its uniformity with the primitive,.Church ? #And who 
will forſake that Church, becauſe 'tis reviled by world- 
lings 2 becauſe 'tis bated and perſecuted in ſome parts 
of the world, as Chriſt and the primitive Chriſtians were. 
This oppolition the Church of Chriſt meets with "in 
the world, is one of the faireſt ſtrokes to let off its beau- 
ty ; tis a Seal the Heavenly Father has ſealed it with, by 
a happy conformgy- with Chriſt. Behold this Child, ſaid 
d1zmeon, 15s ſet for the fall and riſing again of many in tſra- 
el, aud for a ſign which ſhall. be ſpoken againſt. Would. 
not one think, he made a deſcription of the reformed 
Church, that having brought again Chriſtianity to pu- 
rity of Faith, revives piety in ſome, and ſtirs up envy aud 
animoſity in others, who make itzthe ſcope of their con- 
tradictions. Let us conſider firſt the principle of oppoſi- - 
tions the Church of Chriſt meets with in the world, and . 
then we wyll cxamin the different objeftions raiſed againſt 


OY 


it, whereby it will appear, that all the methods the 


have omitted nao 
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world takes to ſully and obſcure its glory, do but advance 
it toa higher degree. 


How comes it that reformation has always been at- 


tended with ſuch hatred and contempt, that nothing 
has been left unpracticed in order to ſuppreſs it in Chri- 
ftianity £ To find out the cauſe of this, we muſt ſearch 
into the principle of that hatred and envy the Synagogue 
and the G 
is that night which diſcovers to us another night; what 
ſhall we do with this man, ſaid the Synagogue, ſpeaking 
ot the Saviour of the world.This man does many miracles, 
if we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him. 
From this jealouſy which the Miniſters of the Law 
conceiv'd againſt him, aroſe that envy and implacable ha- 
tred they bore him. * He was no longer lookt upon but 
as a Seducer, who came with his new Do&rine to diſturb 
Peace and Religion. His miracles'were attributed to the 
power of the Devil, and after that all endeavours,us'd to 
cry him down in the minds of people, -proved fruitleſs, 
his life was openly conſpired-Wgalgtt chuling rather: to 
ſacrifice him, and put him to death, . than that the whole 
Nation (as they feared) ſhould periſh. What made 
*Chriſtiartity ſo odious - to the Gerizles & nothing 
elſe bus the pulling down of Images, and aboliſhing ' of 
ſuperſtitions, the world had been buried in for fo con- 
ſiderable a time. The. application . 4s -eaſy” and» plain: 
could that Religion which proteſted againſt the authori- 
ty uſurp'd by. the ps = have been reform'd,: by taking 
the Scripture for. the only rule of its Faith and*Worſhip, 
without inforcing the Chriſtian world to the neceſlity of 
a reformation in thoſe , DaErines ;zof - the; Church, and 
thoſe practical. parts. of Piety, which Chriſt and*his Apo- 
ftles had not eſtabliſhed... 1rmade the neceflity of a Re- 
formation ſo apparent and manifeſt to-the. eyes of poſte- 
rity, that thoſe Miniſters have. made it their. buſineſs to 
{tile the thoughts ak.it, both-in themſelves and 1n their 
Flock. , Hence it: fe wage being highly ' offended, 
| athing . mn. order to render this Church 
o4Tous to the people, who were much more inclined to 
| x D 2 receive 
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entiles bore to Chriſt and his Church ; and this- 


cl *40;, 


- 


| (20) | 
receive this impreſſion, becauſe Reformation ſeem'd to 
take away their Gods from them, by ſuppreſſing ſome 
as of devotion, that made upthe fundamental parts of 
their Piety. Hence part of Chriſtendom has been ſeen 
to conſpire the ruin of the Church Chriſt had re-eſta- 
bliſhed, chuſing rather to ſacrifice it to an indiſcreet,zeal, 
than that humane traditions, the uſe whereof ſo'much. 
fattered the corruption and pride of the heart, ſhou'd 
receive the leaſt prejudice. How goodly are thy Tents, O 
Jacob | How glorious it is for a Church which Chrilt has 
reviv'd, "to be hated for the ſame reaſons, that made him 
odious to ſuch as would not receive his Faith ! And how. 
ſhameful it is for a Chriſtian Society to fall into the 
fame blindneſs,*and injuſtice of the Synagogue, by la- 
bouring to ſuppreſs a Church, for belicving and prote(- 
ſing what the primitive Chriſtians believed ! 

This is the principle of thoſe oppoſitions, which the 
reviv'd Church of Chriſt meets with in the World ; their 


nature.and progreſs will appear in thoſe, wliich Chriſt 


himſelf underwent here on earth; the 'Son of man ſhall 
be mock'd, ſcourg'd, 6 put to Death. 'Twas endea- 
vour'd at firſt to rm down and” ridicule Reformation, 
upon the account of newnefs imputed to its age, ng and, 
Miniſtry ; and when that wou'd not do, .to diſcredit it 
in the minds of Chriftians, 'twas attack'd with open force :. 
Why did we murmur at it? *'Twas God permitted it ſo. 
to be, to ſet off more gloriouſly the antiquity of the* 
Church he has re-eſtabhſh'd, by that very novelty im- 
puted-to.it 5 'tis God permits at to be afſaulted with. 
open force, the better to manifeſt the ſpirit and conſtancy 
of primitive Chriſtians: The Church Chriſt has reſtor'd, 
is not different from that he'at firſt ſet up ; 'tis the ſame, 
myſtical body, form'd at one time, and reform'd in ano- 
ther. But yet 'tis the ſame Church, and the Divine Wiſe 
dom, that wou'd make this uniformity to appear, gives 
Reformation the ſame fate, which his primitive Church 
had ; it is loaded with reproaches,%and oppreſs'd by a. 
miſtaken 'Zeal of Religion, as'the primitive Church was. 
But all the oppoſitions it meets with from the World,. 
{erve fo much the more to increafe ics glory- __ 
e. 


21] I 
The Dodrine of Chriſt in the primitive Church was 
accuſed of novelty ; the Miniſters of the Law objected 
e antiquity of the Law of Moſes, as the Latin Miniſtry 
objxeaed to the Proteſtant Church, "the antiquity of the 
Church of Rowe. ''The dodrine: of Chriſt was indeed 
new, if compar'd with the traditions the Law was clogg'd 
withy* but compar'd with the Law itſelf, the Goſpel was 
more ancient-thagy Fradition, whereof the antiquity was 
CONnG. Such is the newneſs wherewith they ftrive to 
diſgrace the Reformation ;- 'tis new. indeed, if-compar'd 
with human traditions, which that Miniſtry makes part 
of the-dodtrine and*worthip of Chriſtian Religion ; - ut. 
if compar'd with divine revelation, Reformation is a 
ancient as the Goſpel itſelf, which is the only rule of tha® 
faith and worſhip it profeſſes : and if the Apoſtle St Pay! 
ſaith, that Jefus Chriſt was yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever z. we may reaſonably ſay that that Religion which 
leads Chriſtians-by the anthority of the Scripture, is the 
ſame which ſanQify'd thoſe that preceded-the coming of 
the Meſſiah, thoſe that*ſucceeded the eſtabliſhmenr of 
Evangelical faith, and will-ſanif& thoſe that ſhall be - 
ſav'd till the'end of all things.: You are not then, Chri-. 
ſtians, ſeparated from the myſtical body of Chriſty ſtran- 
gers to the Covenant, as: they wou'd impoſe upon you, 
fince-yout profeſs a Religion fgunded oy: upon Holy” 
Writ, you are Citizens of the Holy City, Servants of the: 
houſe of God, built upon the: foundation of Prophets - 
and Apoſtles, npon the Corner-ftone, which 1s Jeſus. 
Chriſt. That's.the new doctrine. you profeſs. 
But where was this Miniſtry before the Reformation ? - 
It was in the midſt of you, and you- did not know it. 
The Evangelical Miniſtry was in the Latin one, which: 
ſtill preſervd the fundamental points of Religion,* tho it * 
were alrcady-very much corrupted with traditional inno- 
vations. This - Miniſtry impos'd upon Chriſtianity, be- 
cauſe that, notwithſtanding it preach'd what Chriſt had | 
taught in his Goſpel,Ayet it did not ſeem'to af by the 
ſpirit of God; in that they thought their authority ſuffici- 
ent toalter Religion as they+pleas'd z in this laſt reſpec ' 
they. were faln away in the -ſixht of God, tho they ſtill- 
oy h crys 
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Temain'd in their Apoſtolical fun&ions in the fight of 


ry _— 4 _ 


men, giving them ſufficient food - for their Salvation, ſo 
long as their hearts were atliberty to fift the ore from the 
drofs. An inſtanceof this we have in the old law. El; 
2 Prieſt of Iſrael was caſt off in the fight of God:; the 
Prieſthood was transferr'd upon Samwel's head ; ahd yet 
El; and his Children exercisd the funGzons of It,: till 
ſuch time as God had preſcrib'd Sarge! to officiate in, 
who liv'd in the Temple, tho neither E/; nor the: peo- 
vle knew.any thing of what God deſign'd him for. Thus 
he left the Scribe$and Phariſees in Moſer's Chair. Thus 
he left the Arzaz Biſhops in the Chairot Orthodox Chri- 
{tians ; and if he has prefery'd the true 1ſr-ae/3tes under 
the Miniſtry of the Law, faithful Chriſtians under the 
Arian Miniſtry, may not he. baye preſerv'd'the purity of 
Primitive Chriſtians under the corruption iof the Roma 
Miniſtry 2 And if God permitted at laſt the diviſion of 
this Miniſtry, under which he hid till then preſery'd his 
Church, can ,any, one doubr of | the - ſame individual 
Church being ſtill in one gf thoſe two: Miniſtries, that 
has reviv'd the purity; of- the Faith, which was in the 
primitive Chriſtians,” without being drawn away by that 
Flood of human traditions, . wherein Ambition, Intereſt, 
and Superſtition had a greater ſhaxe than Religion ? Can 
any one doubt*ot Chrilt's Church's being in that Mini- 
ſtry, whereof the particulir character is the grounding of 
Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip, upen what Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles edityd ? 4. | 49S 
If God ſuffer d Chriſtianity for many ages to be bury'd 
1n ignorance and: ſuperſtition, 'twas a juſt puniſhment 
whica he was willing to inflict upon- an unfaithful 
Spouſe, whom he had 1n a manner left to herſelf, for 
deſpiting his Laws. He had,-c{tabl:i{h'd his Church in 
the carly days.of Chriſtianity,. after having left Man- 
kind a long. tune involy d'1n-the -clouds of Idolatry and 
Jewiſh traditions ; he re-eſtablyh'd.it once more, by o- 
pening the eyes of the Chriſtian World, - to ſee the a+ 
butes and vanities of human #tradioons, and made 'it un- 
expectediy ſhine forth hike ghe; Morning Stn, rifing all of 
2 {udJen from the boſom of a-diſtpal-night, that ſo ma- . 
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ver the corruption - of Chriſtianity had ' been; yet the 


enough for Almighty God 'to have. preſerv'd - a fingle 
+ Spark of that ſacred Fire, that was almoſt. extinguiſh'd 
upon, the Altar of the Charch "Was it not enough for 
hin#o have kgpt fome hidden. Fountain of that Water 


that ſprings forth into Lite Eternal > But that great God 
who can give life and take it away as he pleaſes, who - 


teads to the chambers of death, and is able to bring back, 
{cem'd to. have ſuffer'd the Gates,of Hell to prevail a 


while againft his Church,only-to'tnake that ſame Church 


more gloriouſly to triumph over them.. He ſuffer'd it ſo to 
be, that theftrength of Is arm a, lag as conſpicuous 
in the re-eſtabliſhing of his Church , as in the ſetting 
of it up. It the progreſs of Reformation be but conht- 
derd, which all.ot a ſadden, open'd. the eyes of the 
world” to the vanities of human traditions ;. who can 
doubt, but that it was. the hand .of God alone, that 


wrought it 2 That *the.number of Goſpel-Miniſters has - 


_ 


been ſeen to multiply, whilſt the Miniſtry was loaden 


with Riches, Honours, and Dignitics, is not at all tobe 


wondered at ; the ſpirit ofthe world” alone. is ſufficient 
for that; but that the number of Goſpel-Miniſters has 
- been ſeen to multiply , when the Miniftry was deſtitute 
of temporal advantages ; nay, when to deſire the Miniſtry, 
was to deſire att occaſion of Martyrdom, this i#not cer- 
tainly the Spirit of the , World, ,'tis.the Sprrit of God a- 
lone, who induces menxto embrace ſuch a party- That 
the Chriſtian people have been ſeen whally.addifted to 
_ the practice of human Traditions and Superſtitions, is the 
conſequence of the corruption of ſo many ſaccefiive ages 
of ignorance; But that all of a ſudden part of Chriſten- 


dom has been ſeen to.awake from a deep lethargy, to em-- 


brace a-worſhip wholly ſpiritual, deſtitute of all worldly 
pomp, cloſely purſu'd by envy and perſecution ; in a 
word, to make up;fo numerous-a Communion, tho it 
were by ſome accounted folly, and to. others prov'd a 


ſtumbling block, . ſure it muſt be the virtue of his ſpirit, | 
and the efficacy of his word, thit promoted the advance- - 
| ment. - 
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ny ages'of obſcurity had been forthing 3 how great{oe- 
Gates of Hell did not prevail againſt it- But was it not. 
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- ment of. the new reviv'd- Church, as it did that of the 
primitive one. | __ Ge i 
Who can ſufficiently admire the condut of divine wil- 
.dom, which has preſerv'd two Miniſtries; ſqdirely op- 
polite, in the boſome of the ſame Church, as it former- , 
ly preſerv'd ElZand Saxxel in the ſame Temple: 'or ra« 
l ther, who can chooſe but admire the wiſdom af God, 
'þ in preſerving in_the boſom of one and the ſame'Church 
theſe two Miniſtrys, as it formerly preſerv'd* Facob and 
Eſa, in the boſym of one common Mother 2 This .is 
like the two Nations that ſhared the World between 
chem. *This is fomething very Rees foſetu the di- - 
viſion made. Dt. ay two 5 =, wherein the 
| transferring the,Birth-right:zupon Jacob, ſkirs up'in Eſa 
an :iplacale hatred againſt. him. 1%. 40A fi 
; wiſdom of God, 'who "having. obſery'd how the primi- 
1} | tive Church was faln into corruption in the midſt of 
1 - Peace, expoſes the reviv'd Church to 'continual perſecy- 
tions, to keep up its purity, and diſtinguiſh the ſpirit 
that animate&it, from the” ſpirit of the Miniſtry that 
uſes all endeavours » ge. - ah | 

In the Communion of Rope, 'I obſerve a Miniſtry that 
baniſhes Chriſtians from the Church of Chriſt, meerly 
for being conformable to his word ; a Miniſtry that ſes 
a temporal power to ſuppreſs Chriſtians, whoſe only 
crime conſiſts in preferring the Scripture before Traditi-. 
on. Is «his the ſpirit of Chriſt, who made his word the 
ſole judge of controverſies ? Is this the ſpirit of St Paul, 
who pronounces curſing againſt the Angels, and againſt 
himſelf, if he preach any thing but the Goſpel ? Is this 
the ſpirit of St Peter, © who meckly ſubmits to what re- 
monſtrances and oppoſitions St*Paxl us'd againſt him? Or 
3s it not rather generally indiſcreet zeal of the Apoſtles, 
wheu they wou'd have had fire to come down from Hea- 
ven, not knowing what Spirit they were of ? 

Here I ſee Paſtors diſpers'd, -faln Vitims to the au- 
thority of the. oppoſite Miniftry, who animated with 
the Spirit of St Par, ſay after this'great Apoſtle : You 
think your ſelves wiſe in Chriſt, and-we are accounted as 
fools tor the glory of Chriſt ; you are ſtrong, and we are 


Weak : 
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weak : You are in pomp and magmticence, and we, for 
preaching the Goſpel, are forc'd to wander up and down, 
expos'd to hunger, thirſt, and nakedneſs : You curſe us, 
and we return bleſſings : you excommunicate us, and 

- we pray for you. Is it the ſpirit of the world that makes 
'this Paſtor take up with ſo vile and deſpicable a conditi- 
on 2 No, that inſpires nothing but vanity ; 'tis not the 
ſpirit of the fleſh, that inſpires nothing but ſoftneſs; 'tis 

- not the ſpirit.of the Devil, it breathes nothing but ven- 
Now, Chriſtians, to which of theſe two Mini- 
ſtrys, think ye, ſhall poſterity attribute the ſpirit of 


Jeſus Chriſt, after having put the Paſtors to this trial, 
does not ſeem to have wholly abandon'd the flock to 
perſecution, 'to ſhew that his arm is not ſhorten'd, ' and 
that, notwithſtanding the corruption of the preſent age, 
the ſtrength and purity of faith had ſtill been p 
in that very Communion, Rove made ſuch flight account 
of. 'T was by faith Abrahazs left his Country, obeying the 
voice of Gad,tho he knew not whether he was to go. By 
that ſame faithit is this people have left their Country,to 
follow the voice of Chriſt,tho they knew not how divine 
providence ſhou'd diſpoſe of 'em : 'Twas by faith Abrahare 
facrificd his'Son : 'T1s by faith that fathers expoſe their 
children to death, by the hazards they run in a long 
Voyage, rather than let their children imbibe ſo pernici- 
ous a dodrine : By faith Moſes preferr'd the reproaches 
of Chriſt before the pleaſures of a great Kings, Court : 
By faith, - ſo many perſons, as remarka 
as their piety, have been. willing to forgo their rank, 
eſtates, and hopes. of advancement, to bear our Saviours 
Croſs, in all the hard{hips*of a voluntary baniſhment. By 
and upon the account of Faith, ſo many Chriſtian Souls 
have ſuffer d impriſonment, the Galleys, and ſibmitted 
to the rigour of a ſhameful death z they might have re- 
deem'd their lives and liberty, but they would not, fully 
perſwaded they ſhall+ find a better in the ReſurreQion, 
preferring the Croſs of Chriſt before the enjoyment of 
thoſe temporal advantages they muſt have bought with 
the price of their Religion : How goodly are thy Tents, 
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O Jacob, and thy Tabernacles, 0 Tſracl. How glorious-is 
it tor Reformation to be at odds wit the World, and 
yet ſo tar above its reach, by Jeſus Chriſt, that encou- 
rages and fortifies-1t ! But how {hameful-for thoſe of rhe 
Church of Rowe, who think they may do any thing un- 
der the ſpecious pretence of. extirpating Herely, to have 
caſt cft.the weapons of the Spirit, that St Pay! recom- 
mends, and 't9 make uſe of an unheard of violence, 
which was but an occaftion for thoſe very Chriſtians 
Rome lookt upon as Hereticks, to ſpread the good odour 
of Chriſt and his Dodrine ; among thoſe pretended He- 
reticks, ſome knew how to dye for the Faith, tho they 
knew not how to diſpute concerning the Faith, others - 
knew: how to ſacrifice aH to their Faith, becauſe they 
knew by the Goſpel, they had no- other Country but 
Heaven, n@ prize but their Soul, nor any other treaſure 
but- their Religion. Does not that Inviſible and Almighty 
hand, that bears up theſe ſufferers, by diſplaying in them 
the ſpirit and virtue of the primitive Chriſtians, make 
thoſe of the Church of- Rowe ſenſible, they were ir open 
war- with God, when they-thought they were only a&- 
ing againſt rebellious children ? - Let them hide them- 
ſelves under-the buſhel, -and expoſe upon the Candleſtick 
a. Chriſtian Society, they-in vain endeavour,to ſuppreſs. 
Do not they, who ſo much boaſted of having triumph'd 
over the Reformation,” perceive they bury cheir own. 
Church under this-pretended triamph 2 How can they 
think a Chriſtian and. impartial-poſterity 'will look upon - 
their Religion as Chriſt's, ſo long as they fill the Chriſti- 
an world with ſo many thouſand barbarities they have 
us'd againſt.them, contrary to the ſpirit of! the Goſpel ? 
Can they boaſt of having augmented the flock of Chriſt, 
with thoſe whom fear, intereſt, or hypocrifie-hath forc'd 
into their Communion, and not their own choice ? How 
ſhall thty be able. to juſtifie before God and men the pro- 
fane. diſtribution of the Sacrament to ſo many timerous' 
and unworthy Chriſtians, whom they know to have 
comply-d only with the time, and not with the truth ? 
But laſtly, tho that Religion God- ſo- viſibly proteQs; 
Sou'd.ſti]l. be for a long. time-unknown-to the pg rs | 
world : 


world, yet it will b& never the leſs true : What matters 
it, if that myſterious fiery pillar that guides Gods people 
in the deſerts of this life be darkneſs to the Egyptians, 
provided it give light to the Iſraelites ; tho the whole 
world ſhould conſpire the ruin of the Church, wherein 
Chriſt has reviv'd the purity of the faith, what can 1/- - 
rael fear, fince they are under the proteCtion of the Al- 
mighty, that makes the blindneſs of mens hearts inſtru- 
mental to the .defigns of his providence z and ſtops the 
current of mens pathions when he pleaſes ? Balak has no 
power over Balaam's heart, becauſe God had ſuſpended 
his defires ; Balaam, tho never fo ill affe&ed, cou'd never 
curſe 1ſrael, becauſe God had not ers d. him : and why 
ſhou'd you, Chriſtians, fear the World ? If you are the 
bleſſed of God, not all mankind together can bring a curſe 
upon you.: Wherefore Sandtify your ſelves in_ that ſtate, 
his providenee has plac'd youin : omit nothing, in order 
to be a holy people, conſecrated to the Lord ; that ſame 
God, who made Balaam bleſs Iſrael, may one day force 
bleflings from thoſe very perſons, that now curſe you ; 
the Arm of the Lord is not ſhoxten'd. He is able to make 
your faith to Triumph ;z and have you not many in- 
ſtances of this already, who daily ſee Proſelytes come 
among you, converted to the Faith, by having oppos'd 
the Faith ; the very enemies of your Religion become 
the Profeſſors and Afertors of it ; how unſpeakable a 
joy it is ! What comfort for a Church, to derive fo glo- 
rious a fertility from that ſtate fleſh and blood lookt upon 
as in its laſt agony, There is but one ſample thing, 
Chriſtians, can ſtop the blefſings' God ſo abundantly 
ſhowers upon your Church; which is the being unfaith- 
ful to your vocation. *Tis not you properly, who made 
God your choice, by forſaking all for thefaith ; tis God 
himſelf has made choice of you in the Chriſtian World, 
to maintain the glory of his name, and diſplay the Spi- 
rit of Chriſtianity in your Communion ; but alas ! how 
deplorable wou'd it be, if after having begun with the 
Spirit, you ſhou'd now © think of ending with the fleſh ? 
How ſad a thing wou'd it be, #f your heart, liſtening to 
the ſuggeſtions of nature, ſhou'd be led away any 
that 


_ — —— 


O Jacob, and thy Tabernacles, (0) Trad. How glorious-is- 
it tor Reformation to be at odds with the World, and 
yet ſo tar above its reach, by Jeſus Chriſt, that encou« 
rages and fortifies-it ! But how {hameful-for thoſe of rhe 
Church of Rome, who think they may do any thing un- 
der the ſpecious pretence of cxtirpating Hereſy, to have 
calt ctt.the weapons of the Spirit, that St Part recom- 
rmends, and 't9 make uſe of an unheard of violence, 
which was: but an occation for thoſe very Chriſtians 
Rome lookt upon as Rereticks, to ſpread the good odour 
of Chriſt and his Dodrine ; among thoſe pretended He- 
reticks, ſome knew how to dye for the Faith, tho they 
knew not how to diſpute concerning the Faith, others - 
knew: how to ſacrifice aY to their Faith, becauſe they 
knew by the Goſpel, they had no. other Country but 
Heaven, no prize but their Soul, nor any other treaſure 
but- their Religion. Docs not that Inviſible and Almighty 
hand, that bears up theſe ſufferers, by diſplaying in them 
the ſpirit and virtue of the primitive Chriſtians, make 
thoſe of the Church of. Rowe ſenſible, they were irropen 
war-with God, when they-thought they were only a&- 
ing againſt rebellious children 2+ Let them hide them- 
ſelves under-the buſhel, -and expoſe upon the Candleſtick 
a. Chriſtian Society, they-in vain endeavour.to ſuppreſs. 
Do not they, who ſo much boaſted of having triumph'd 
over the Reformation, perceive they bury cheir own 
Church under. this-pretended triumph 2 How can they 
think a Chriſtian and impartial-poſterity will look upon - 
their Religion as Chriſt's, - ſo long as they fill the Chriſti- 
an world with ſo many thouſand barbarities they have 
us'd againſt.them, contrary tothe ſpirit off the Goſpel ? 
Can they boaſt of having augmented the flock of Chriſt, 
with thoſe whom fear, intereſt, or hypocrifie-hath forc'd 
into their Communion, and not their own choice ? How 
ſhall thty be able to juſtifie before God and men rhe pro- 
fare. diſtribution of the Sacrament to ſo many timerous* 
and unworthy Chriſtians, whom they know to have 
comply-d only.with the time, and not with the truth ? 
But laſtly, tho that Religion God- ſo- viſibly proteQs; 
Sou'd {ti]l. be for a long. time unknown to the Fn | 
LENS world : 
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world, yet it will b&never the leſs true : What 'matters 
it, if that myſterious fiery pillar that guides-Gods people 
in the deſerts of this life be darkneſs to the Egyptians, 
provided 4t give light to the Iſraelites ; tho the whole 
world ſhould conſpire the ruin of the Church, wherein 
Chriſt has reviv'd the purity of the faith, what can J| - 
rael fear, fince they are under the proteCtion of the Al- 
mighty, that makes the blindneſs of mens hearts inſtru- 
mental to the .defigns of his providence ; and ſtops the 
current of mens paſſions when he pleaſes 2 Balak has no 
power over Balaar's heart, becauſe God had ſuſpended 
his defires 3 Balaam, tho never ſo ill affe&ed, cou'd never 
curſe {ſrael, becauſe God had not eirsd him : and why 
ſhou'd you, Chriſtians, fear the World ? If you are the 
bleſſed of God, nat all mankind together can bring a curſe 
upon you.: Wherefore SanGtify. your ſelves in. that ſtate, 
Ins providenee has plac'd youin - omit nothing, in order 
to be a holy people, conſecrated to the Lord ; that ſame 
God, who made Balaane bleſs Iſrael, may one day force 
bleſlings from thoſe very perſons, that now curſe you ; 
the Arm of the Lord is not ſhoxten'd. He is able to make 
your faith to Triumph ; and have you not many in- - 
ſtances of this already, who daily ſee Proſelytes come 
among you, converted to the Faith, by having oppos'd 
the Faith ; the very enemies of your Religion become 
the Profeſſors and Afertors of it ; how unſpeakable a 
joy it is ! What comfort for a Church, to derive fo glo- 
rious a fertility from that ſtate fleſh and blood lookt upon 
as in its laſt agony, There is but one ſimple thing, 
Chriſtians, can ſtop the bleſſings' God ſo abundantly 
ſhowers upon your Church; which is the being unfaith- 
ful to your vocation. *Tis not you properly, who made 
God your choice, by forſaking all for thefaith ; 'tis God 
himſelf has made choice of you in the Chriſtian World, 
to maintain the glory of his name, and diſplay the Spi- 
rit of Chriſtianity in your Communion ; but alas ! how 
deplorable wou'd it be, ifafter having begun with the 
Spirit, you ſhou'd now think of ending with the fleſh ! 
How ſad a thing wou'd it be, if your heart, liſtening to 
the ſuggeſtions of nature, ſhou'd be led away you 
that 


that Barthly Country, you have once- Jacrificed to your aith ! 
St Paal'faith, thoſe antient PatriarchsT menrion'd*to you, dwele- 
very.contended!y.under: Tems, notwithſtanding the hardſhips 
attending that condition $4 opportunities of returning into their 


Country were not wanting 7 but their minds did not. run that 


way, -becauſe they defired a far better, 'that is a heavenly one ; 
therefore God was not afſham'd to be call 'd their.God. . You 
have indeed opportunities, and are gt libexty-to returh into 


your Country ; but is there any.thing can'pollibly tempt you z. - 


your dear Zion lies in the duſt ; the ways of Zion do mourn, her 


her Prieſts ſigh, her Virgins are afflicted, and ſhe isin bitterneſs ; - 


wau'd your hearts now be leſs mor'd at this deplorable ſight, 


which your eyes formerly could not bear ? Cou'd you - 


be ſo. bold as to tempt the Lord, after you have. been 
convinc'd of your weakneſs by:your flight ? .cou'd you promile 
- your ſelves,he wou'd fupport you in thole, dangers your 

of pictywou'd expoſe you to? ſo many thouſand Chriſtians; 
wholong to be in the ſame happy circumſtances with you, are 


now engaf'd with the enemies of your Salvation and theys. Why - 


wou'd you'damp theircourage: by your inconftancy ; 1/aet is 
fbghting with Amaleck.; let us endeavour to lift up'/pure and'un- 
defiled hands toHeaven,to bring down upon him:bleflings from 


above. A Chriſtian Life is nothing bur a PUlerimage, ; hers 1s” 
m.; Heaven - 


no place upon earth, but proves a baniſhment to 


is the only Country we ovgfit- to long after ; purity of Faith - 
| and the liberty of 'profeſling it, is the moſt folid, and only hap- - 
pineſs a Chriſtian.can! meet with'in this World; cou'dyou be - 
forgetful of thatiexeeflive love, wherewith Chriſt has ſo high- 

ly favour'd you. ? he of-us, ought not aut of: a. deep - 


ſenſe for fo ſingular a favour; cry out with the Apoſtle, who ; 


ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or; 


diftreſs, or famine, or perſecution, or nakegaps ? No. ure. - 
| | through » 
the afliſtance of * him- that loveth them. If the Lord be. my 


in all theſe calamities the eleR always. remain victorious 


light, if the Lord be my ſtrength, I _ boldly ſay ; Tam" fare 
neither-life, nor death, nor things preſe 

ſhall ever ſeparate me from. the love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, 
One day- within the Courts of his Thurch is better than-a:thou- 


{and in the. Tents of the ungodly. What can ſhake my faith - 
in a Church, whereofChriſt is cthefoundation,the maſter-builder, . 


and: the head ? Has the World any thing .that can ſtrike me 
with terror, whilſt I am-in a Church, wherein Chriſt turns all 


co: the glory -of his Children; :and -confufion' of his%enemies 2? 


Chriſt is gain-tome; whether live or dye. +ButT ſhall not dye ; 
] am certain I ſhalllive to-fing the infinite mercies of that Al- 
mighty God, who having,made known to-me the beauty of J/rael 
upon carth,ſhall through. his mercyfintroduce me into the Hea- 
venly Feru/alem ; to which place God of his great mgrcy: bring 
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